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FROM A BISH OP 
|| To A LORD OF HIS FRIENDS 


men. For what aſſurance of fidelity can ſoyeraigns ever re= 
ceive from their Preteſtant ſubjeRs, if Oaths bee no ſecurity, 
where God is called to witnes , and the Golpels kiſt. You ſee 
My Lord, that this, of neceſlity brings on a juft diſtruſt , and 
obliges Princes to make themſelves ture of their fidelir y by 
other ways, and leaving them as little liberty as they can. 
The Papitts themſelves are leff reprochable in this point , as 
contrary as a dof@rine among them is to the ſecurity of Prin- 
ces , for you know they do nor all follow it, as appears by 
the approbation of the Oath of Allegiance given by eight & fif= 
ty Doctors of the Faculty of Paris in 1680, and other pieces 
printed by Peter Walsh in his Cauſa Yaleſs na. And thoſe who 
poſſeſt with Bellarmin's, maximes refuſe to take-it , make it ſuffi- 
ciently appear that their refuſall proceds not only from the - 
fear of dilobeying the Pope Paul V. Brieves , but from a perſwa- 
lion likewile that if they had taken ir , they were obliged to keep 
it. Equivocations then , and mental! reſervations are no lon- 
ger to bee layd at the dore of the Papiſts, but of the Zea- 
lots of the Convention , who can no way wash off the ftain 
of perjury , but by. declaring that they ſwore conditionally , 
_ - engaged to bee INS no longer , than the King should 
= wo wa otly and /ir in the (ear of the ſcornfull| dee faithfull to them, by performing an imaginary con= 
YF; «xg oder. a6 = Lol wretched A Fran _— trat betwixt Kings and the people; nolonger than hee Should 
nem ing upon the petſon and dignity of the Lord's anne- bee a Proteſtant ; or, to ſay better, no longer than they plea- 
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He preſent poſture of our affairex is ſo ſtrange, and rhe dan- 

ÞF | per which threatens the King's faithfull ſervants fo con 
Bkerable » that I should hardly have prevayld with my ſelf to 
ſger your lerrer, if I were not perſwaded » that you ask my 
only to profit by it, and had not beſides ſome reaſon 

* Hh fear, you might interpret my filence for a tacit approba- 
\ Hhinof what theſe laſt two months was done againſt the King, 
 SheChurch, and the State. Peradventure it were but juſtice ro 
anibate mine, as well as the ſilence of divers of my bret- 

n}, to a prudence allowable in ſuch an occaſion. But ſome 
haps would think otherwiſe, and nor without reaſon bla- 
me a-man, who all his life has preacht obedience to ſoverai- 
42 and been brought up at Oxford, under men equally fa- 
mips fot learning aud piety > if I did not follow their exam- 
For in the time of a rebellion worſe than this , they did 
wt only teſtimony to th& truth , when they were requeſted : 
tht-had the courage to defend it before the Uſurpers of the 
authority ; and reproach their crime with a zeal worthy 
our profeſſion , and the inviolable fidelity , which has been 
Fils fignall in the Clergy of the Church of England till now. 
Thr'now wee ſee Biſhops ſufter themſelves to bee drawn into 


, | t the place which | {ed themlelves, 
_ ny {cl a 0p If ſuch diſtintions and clauſes were new, they should yet 


| have been ropennged to the King , when the whole King=- 
wor-of my opinion , which, according to the rule of S. Pe- | dom promiſed him fidelity , at his coming to the Crown, and 
- Yes wee ought bee ready to do as «ten as wee are call'd | hee made acquainted with the conditions of the Oaths taken 
+ "Yizon, To begin my anſwcr then , I hall tell you , My Lord, f9 him. For no body was then ignorant that hee profeſt the 
", Kt you could not do better , than to refule going to the Romish religion. But all England believed then, that this 
* AWfaremion, and that your reſolution has been an infinite joy | 45 no juſtification of refuſing to pay him the obedience due 
DS ond all thoſe of my brethren who truly love the | to him. All the Citys and Burroughs declared as much by 
Foour of the Church of England. And you have the ſatisfac- | their Addreſſes, when the memory was yet fresh of the endea- 

#- - hon to have kepr your conſcience cleer trom a crime ſo great | Yours uſed by ſeditious men in the Parliaments of Weſtminſter 
"Torcbellion. I contefl, My Lord I am not able to underitand and Oxford , to exclude him from the ſucceſſion, upon pre» 

hich way the Gentlemen of the Convention can ſo much as | f<x#t of Religion. The whole Kingdom then abhorred the ma - 

| | Yrctend ro wipe off that crime. For you know that our Church | ximes which, the Convention has made foundation of their 
» Ys abrays tzught obedlence to lawfull ſoveraigns as an efſen- þ Pf9c gs- They publikly dereſted the Affociation - pro= 
38 rawn up by My Lord Shaftsbury , and his complices , ths it 
Sf] were leff pernicious, than the Vores of the Convention. In fi- 

ne all the reaſons , pretended to juſtify that Aſſociation, were 
condemned in 1683. by the famous Cenlure of the Univerſity 
ot Oxtord. No body then appeared in defenſe of the dange- 
rous maximes of the conſpirators : every body condemned them 
as contrary to the word of God, the ſecurity of ſacred per= 
ſons, the good of the State; and as diretly oppoſite to the. 
dofrine of the Church ot England. Which way 'then could 
it come to paſſ, that what was abhominable in 1683. should 
bee agreable to the laws of God and of the Land in 1589. but 
that the Convention has taken up other principles ; equally ſub- 
verted the laws of the Church and State; and after having ſo 
much declamed againſt arbitrary power, endeavours to ſer up 
one incomparably greater : tor it would force us to break our 
oaths, and receivea forreigner whom in conſcience wee can- 
not obey. | 
Theſe principles of the Convention cannor bee ſaid to bee 
new, and fo to furnich thoſe with an excuſe, who ſuffered 
themſelves to bee ſurpriſed by them. All are reduced to one 
principall head , the originall contra berwixt the King and his 
ſubj:&s, ro which they piece two members; I. That as often 
as the King fails on his fide, they are no longer bound by 
their oaths to obey him - II. That if a lawfull power change 
into tiranny » or bee not exerciſed according te divine and 


fllin our Church , and even of the name of a Chriſtian , if 1 
to open my ſelf plainly to thoſe who ask mee an ac- 
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YU 'a human laws, it may bee abrogated. And theſe are juſt the 


EI 2. and ; of thoſe propoſitions which were ſolemnly conde. :- 
8 + ned” by the Univerſity of Ox ford g. ſuly 1683, They were never 
: taught, but by Buchanan , Knox , Volman, Milton , Goodwin , 
and ſuch ſeditious men , and have alwais been condemned by 
the Church of England , as hereticall, ſeditious, tending ro 
Anarchy , and the ſubverſion of lawfull powers , whereof none 
can bee ſafe, if 15* or 20. Fanatics take a fancy that the origi- 
nall contra is broken , and Magiſtrates a& not according to 
| the law of God. Thefe maximes are but too much known » 
Þ the and the Nation has ſeen by a fatall experience what the conſe- 
quences are. For theſe hurried on our furious rebels into an 
execrable Parricide, which wee cannot deteſt enough, and which 
the Church of England every year bewail by a folemn office. 
It is therefore unconceivable' which way they can bee alledged 
in juſtification of an enterpriſe, in the eye of our lay, very little 
inferior to the former, for ſo it is, to pluck off that lawfull 
6A authority from the King , which the right of ſucceſſion has veſted 
"> of in him. Whether theſe maximes bee reconciliable to Chriſtian 
: ore God, but deſtroys all mutuall commerce among |} morality, is not now to bee examined. The Church of Ex+ 
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gland has alwais been of a contrary!jhdgment , not only while 
hee enjoyed her liberty , but ever while shefgroancd underthe 
oppreſſion of her greateſt enemys. D. Hammond, D. Heylin and 
Ceverall others writ im-the time -of the I8hg rebelfion , and 
their books arc in the hands of cvefy body! She has Fnce divers 
tines explained her ſelf without , ant| beyohd conteſt, among 
the reſt, in the Hiſtory of the late troubles, and of the Treaty 
at Uxbridge, to ſay nothing ofthe Cenfurein 1683. a littleat- 
ter the diſcovery of the Newiffarker cohſpiracy. None of theſe 
public decfarations met with any check in behalf of thoſe who 
are nowlcading men in the Convention. All approved-them , 
aid" thereare few whoſe hand was not to ſonitof theſe Addreſſes 
of fidelity which flowd in upon the King frotir Shires, Towns and 
Corporktiohs, Wherefore there is no extuling* them . from an 
hipoctiſy abhotninable* before God and men, if believing then, as 
they Ub iow, theydetlated'the contrarytor from manifeſt rebellion, 
H follovingtliofe miaximes at this time, which they formerly dete- 
ed. But; tis'not hard'to unriddte this different carriage ſo gencrall 
of 'theits. Fot'ifthey'hal owned thoſe datnnable maximes , betore 
the t##3have beer! ſufpendedbyrhegenerat{revolt of the kingdome, 
thoſclaws wonfd dotbtits" havepunichrihemt for traitors. They we- 
ee ftopt thew by the feat, nor'of God,but ofpunishment, which fear 
fteverthelesonghrinorhaveſwaid with thetn, if the do&rine, which 
they arc nowſciting up, beea part of their religion. All danger 
ought have been defpifed, rodraw us'onr of the error,in which wee 
wet, and Aill ate, if it bee one to believe out ſelves oblig'd by the 
law' of Godto obey thoſt Kittgs arid Princes, to whole avthority 
hee was pleas'd vut birth'should ſtbjeR us.Blit that prodigions dit. 
fimulation, which alwaiskept the venortl of their doctrine cloſe co 
Fred, only tv ſpread ir abroad when lawfhll authority was opprett, 
will riot ſiifter us evet to trifk rhoſe uhhappy Fanatiks more. None 
were mote eaget than they topreach'up obedience ro ſoveraigns 
wheh time ſerved: whar ihveCtive was ſpared to reproach the'Pa 
pits irra hthdred'occaſions with their Italian depoſing doQrips? 
vyhatzcal appeared inthe confpiracy diſcovered by Oats, and Bed- 
loe: which by the way, after judgment given againſt the principal 
4&@ors in that blondy Tragedy, I rather believe feigned than true. 
But after all whatwas this zeal? why, now wee ſec. All took alarme 
t fancyts, and chimeras, and the danger threatning England from 
the whiniſy'd invaſion ofa forreign army commilſfioned by the 
pe: But when with their own eys they ſaw a forreigner , who 
Has yet rio more right than the Pope , come armed into the King- 
dom ; declare againſt _— ; aQtually ſeize his perſon , and re- 
venue; and doall the ats of a ſoveraign without any lawfull au- 
thority*: they forgot the old dofrine of their mother the Church 
of England; atid failing in all the dutys which shee enjoyns , fa- 
voir d'thie attempt of an uſiurper by their ſilence , and- by that 
Four made it ſuccesfull. And I ſpeak of thoſe who are the moſt 
Innocent , thoſe who had no hand , ſave indireRly, in the-doings 
ofthe Prince of Orange. They can no longer make this paſl for 


#chimericall entreprite, as the Papitts ſaid of Oates's plot , and 


have atlaſt' broughte the moſt ſenſible part of the Nation to be- 
eve: This laſt is found but too reall. They approv'd it, then in 
their hearts, and belicyed it lawfull, and agreable to the word of 
God, atid con{equently betrayd the truth, and aRed againſt their 
conſcience, when by ſolemn Oaths they aſſured his Majeſty that 
they acknowledged no authority on carth ſuperior to his, and one 
way or other fell in to execrable perjury. 

All divines, both Proteſtant and Papiſt , agree , that the only 
caſe , in whichitis not only lawfull not to obey Princes, but un- 
lawfull to obey them , is when they command a thing contrary to 
the law of God. By thi: principle the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and the fix Bishops , who by his cxemple , refused to publish the 
Xing *'s declaration in their Dioceſes, juſtifyed themſelves, decla- 
xing they could not obey in conſcience. I will not take upon 
mee either to condem or quit them , that bufines ſeeming ro mee 
very diſputable. For ſince the Church of England lodges the ſu- 
preme power of governing this Church in the King , ſubje& to 
none but God , Ido not ſee that the right is altogether ſo cleer 
©n their ſide as ſome pretend. For the queſtion was not of ad- 
mitting ſeQarys into Communion », whom the Church of England 
had formerly excluded , but only of publishing a declaration. of 
their Prince , by which the rigour of the laws was ſuſpended with 
xeſpe& to Diſſenters , which is a matter purely temporall , and in 
which by conſequence the Bishops have no more authority than 
the temporal: Lords, that is, to propoſe in Parliament what they 
judge moſt for the public good. Nevertheleſs I willingly” yeld 
them the glory of having done the part of good Paſtors, by hazar- 
ding themſelves for their flocks, a glory with which ſome flatter 
I fear, more pleafingly, than ſincerely. The inward perſuaſion of 
their conſcience may juſtify their intention, and, 1 have wond- 
xed a hundred times how the King could bee brought to meddle 
with that buſines. But yer mee thinks that good conſcience of theirs 
might have oblidged them to explain themſelves cleerly when 
they were examined before the Council , or try'd at Weſtminſter- 
hall for a ſeditious libel. Had their petition , which was the 
ground of all, mentioned the Originall contra& between rhe King 
and his people ; the inconſiſtence of Popery with a King of En- 
gland, or a counterfait Prince of Wales : had it declared , that ir 
islawfull to take up arms againſt their Prince, in defence of Re- 

ligion ; that a parcel of men meeting without authoriey , has po- 
wer to diſpoſe of the Crown, voyd the old , and make new laws; 
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the Jury ? Certainly no As the Law is expreſf, they would hays 


p rence'an 
beet: condemned for Trettors , and no body in a condition to help $bo come 
them. Here they ought freely to have brought forth thoſe preten-/ tit alcc 
ded truths , wich they c&nceated in their hearts , (thoſe who dig we load 


conetal them ) and hav@preatht upon the houſe tops, wha | 
whifpered in one anothers ear; and not deceive the King OY | 
world with perjurys and feigned protcſtations of inviolable fideli- 
Ty torhys ſervices; and their adhering to the doctrine of the Church 1 
of England? Let-not thoſe. men , then, banter us longer with! 
their pretended zeal , but think of asking God, and the Kino, þliy 
pardon for the moſt deteſtable pertidioutnes which ever blackneds 
the reputation of our Clergy. 
I had reaſon to tell you that the maximes of the Convention; 
and of thoſe Bishops, who ſir with them,are not new. They began. 
to ſpread in this. Kingdom under Queen Eliſabeth. The Diving: Wn 
whom the perſecution of Q. Mary drove out of England,, fied for: Þ 
the moſt part , to Geneva, Suitzerland , and the Palatinate. From Þatli: 
thence they brought us back this unfortunate do&rine , with Fi 
which ſorhe” Clergymen has already done'ſo much miſchief inthe 
three Kingdoms,and began to corrupt our two Univerſitys. Foritis 
certain that Calvin and his diſciples never approved ourreformas. fyhi 
tion abſolutely. They were not pleas'd with our Liturgy and Dilci- 
pline,and he found in it, divers r0/erable follys * His ditciplesendea» 
vyoured to make a-kind of {chiſmin the English Church, upon oc« 
caſion of the Ceremonys which have been retained. To theſe men 
vee ow all the miſchiefs which have ſince fallenupou her for neare Pitt 
120. years ,as D. Heylin clcerly shews in his Hiſtory of the Refors | 
mation , and of the Presbyterians. If they did 1c. harm in the 
reigns of Ed: 6. and Q, Mary, the reaſon was, becauſe they [ then 
had nottimein the firſt: and in the ſecond, feared to expoſe them- | Comn 
ſelves to the danger, which then hung over the heads of all , who {8 very d 
publicly ownd the Protcſtant Religionin this Kingdom.Queen El [#vith > 
ſibeth hindred them from corrupting the hearts of her ſubjeRs not «da ſing 
only by ſeverall wholeſom laws, made for uniformity in Relj- [omrilitc 
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There 1: 


[ ſpecious 
and ſuch things as are now abetted by ſome of them : do you., | : 
My Lotd , believe they would have been. ſo cafily acquitted by |, 


chem —_— They neyer thought our religion in England c 
| bee ſecure, 


;the beginning of” this 
'hee ſuffered trom the 
|bles which laſted to the reign of C 


give the governement to whom they please: depoje bad Printes , ri 


.not at that time make any autheritik and ſolemn declaration ag- 
ainſt theſe damnable maximes. But her honour was ſupported by 
| {everall great men who opposed them openly. D. Hammond, not 
; content to have refuted them; writ about this matter to Fairfax 
' himſelf , and his letter printed in the colleRion of his works, vil 
ſerve to inform poſterity of the true ſenſe of our Clergy.D. Heylin 
appeared againſt them with the ſame zeal , as well as divers ctuct 
faithfull ſervants of the King , to whoſe works you are no ſtranger. 
Our Church which found zealous defenders of her doQtine even 
at that time , declared her ſelf more vigorously, when hee had 
recovered her liberty by the Kings reſtoration. There was hardly 
a particular Church , which by Addreſſes , or other public As: 
did notdeclare their abhorrence of thefe Presbyterian maximes. 
The firſt Parliament held after the return of his late Majeſty con- 
demned theCovenant,and all theA&s made in purſuance of it we* 
re abolishr by the laſt AR of Uniformity in 1653. and thoſe which 
had been paſt to that purpoſe, under the reigns of Elizabeth ſt: 
mes and CharlesI confirmed, and revived.All attempts againſtthe 
perſon of the King) his heirs, and lawfull ſucceſſors were declared 
Treaſon : andthe fame A ſeverely forbids preach'ng » teachinſ 
writing , ſaying or any way declaring thar the Parliament begul 


—— 


gion and outward worship , but , which was more, by cr 


ut by punRually executing them , which has made PP! 
ithem ſo very odious to the Presbyterians. And therefore t'is no (| 
. wonder that one of the firſt cares of the Convention, was to pluck {® 
.this thorn out of their ſides. In the works of King james I. about Þ 
ape , wee find. abundant evidence of wharÞ® 
ame $07 manga They began the trou-Þ 
rles I and endcd inthe twi-P 

'ne of Monarchy, and an execrable parricide upon hisperſon, All 
;the world knows that thoſe rebels. who , like onr modern gent- 
;lemen, covered their treachery-under the Oaths of Allegiance and 
[ Supremacy, publisht then without reſerve what they had at their 
thearts, whereas they approved the do@rine of the Church of Eu» 
gland only with their lips : which is juſt what the Zealots of our 
time do. They cannot ſay that the Church of Eugland approved 
at that time what they bronght upon the ſtage , of an originall 
contrat between the King and his people , and- authority in the 
people to reform the State; no more than the following poſitions 
faithfully colleRed by the Univerſity of Oxford : That peofle * 
Ws 


1ani rake arms againſt them : and are diſcharged from all ea'hs of 
| fdelity , when Princes att againſt God and the rruth. No body is 
{ignorant that the Church of England, oppreſt by rebels, could 
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in 1640 had any authority ; that the oaths then taken obliged 
have any legiſlative power without-the King. Tho our laws 


can bee made , without the conſent of the people : 
bee ſaid to have a particular ſtamp of Iberty upon t and the 


was one Of the firſt as pait after the happy reſtoration 0 
Majeſtyand of all which ever the nation did, the ation the moi 


lawfull ſoveraign » and shake of the yoke of a tiranny-2 hundf 
times \more grievous than rhe reign of any of his pre 
a cover asit had of ProteQion , but reaſon, and 
* In linergia Angliceus qualem mili deſcribitss m1 
rolerabiles ineprias. | 


any body; and above all that either, or both Houſes of Parliam atſ 


this advantage above thoſe of other nations, thit — [y 
yet (nn 


 thority wherof ought bee greater to all true Englichmen. Forge 


free, ſince nothing prevayled with them to acknowledge 118 4a 


decefſors hp" 


ye, accor 


uld haye 
n to help 
e preten» 
_ ws 
hat t 

and « 
le fideli- 
> Church 
ger with 


ie King 


blackned/ 


/ention y 


es endea» 


rn gent- 
ance and 
d at their 
h of Eu» 
ts of our 
approved 
originall 
ity in the 
poſitions 
eorle ma 
's, rifiſty 
 eahs of 
| body is 
[s, could 
ation ag- 
orted by 
ond, not 
5 Fairfax 
orks, will 
D. Heylin 
ers cthet 
ſtranger. 
rine even 
Shee had 
as hardly 
lic A&s) 
max imes. 
efty con- 
» of it we* 
ſe which 
beth, ſa- 
gainſt the 
declared 
teachings 


andrhe trucintereKof the Nationþ Atid this wee; or thoſe 
ſee again , tho I qannotanſwer they shall 
ſy,to throw off the fetterywith which they 
o avoid an, imaginary danger ot loting 
& uurthinkingly now depotrted in- very 
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ous hands. ; 
Wo is another very undeniabfe proof of the horrour which 


te qhole Nation had tor thoſe pernicious maximes, upon-which 
he Conventi 


c 
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n 1660. By the procedings very particularly drawrup » 
þopcars that thoſe ab hominableParricides went upon principles 
ch what the ſame with our originall contract , and ſupreme au« 
terity of the people. They pleaded that ating under the autho- 
wot Pattiament , they ated by an authority which ought to 


tegicides I 


S:rthem out: and that the Parliament of 1640. wasa lawtull 


wiment , as being a Convention or Aſſembly of the people. 
this was the plea of Scot, and his fellows. The Jndges overruled 
xith reaſonspaſt reply, grounded on the laws,and uncontrover- 
le preſidents. Sir Orlando Bridgeman. then'Lord Chief Baron 
is charge to the grand Jury inftruRed them to procced upon 
punqueitionable raaxime , the reſult , or rather ground: of all 
tlaws; T hat no authority , noſingle perſon , community of perſons , 
the prople » colle lively or r(prejenatively , have any, corrcave 
ner 0ver-the King of Englan1: A maxime whicty intirely ver- 
twesall rhe principles, and by conſequence all the proceedings 
if the Convention. This was not all: The-Judges-declared to 

iſeners , who hada mind to enlarge uporthis- matter , and 
their chimericall reaſons juſtify the ſoveraign authoriy 'ot 
þ Commons , that the Coutt could not hear them , and that 
syery defence was a new Treaſon. All England was acquain- 
{with » and approved theſe proceedings . nor has there appea- 


India fingle man ſince who had the confidence to beſpatter thoſe 


fommiſltoners of Oyer and Termier with the:condemnation of 
knocent men , or proceeding on falfe maximes contrary to law 
taftice. Now would I know of the Gentlemen of the Conven- 
bt; how they can pretend to thruſt in to ſolemn atts , and take 
heaground ofnew laws, what the ſudges could-not endure in 
temonth of priſoners ar their tryall ; when they have liberty to 
fiy all chey can fortheir defenſe, fave what tends to T reaſon : 
z eren Members of Parliament, notwithſtanding freedom 


Tothefeproofs, taken from As of Parliament, and Tryals upon 
rcord, it ſeems uſcles to add matter leſſimportant, only to make 
appear that the whole Nation has condemn'd thepernicious doc- 
trine; which is now , not only brought into play, but roprt upon 
tsfortthe Common law of all nations, and ours in particular : el- 
fecially ſince without ſo muchas examining them , which they, 
apnot do-neither without treaſon , our Convention upon theſe 
fnking fourdorions, builds laws tending tro the deſtrution both 
>Chnrch and State. And yet there remains evidence enough 
teſtes that the Church of, England was under no conſtraint , 
when sh2 explain'd her ſelf cleerly againſt this infamous Presby- 
ftian dotrine, which shee has alwais lookt upon as the root of 
al our milerys Ar that very time came our ſcveral pieces of D. 
eylin , approved by Bishops , and eſtcem'd and prais'd by every, 
tho hee was very ſmart upon the Presbyterians. in waking out that 
fizy h:d ſtirrd up broyls , and civil wars every where. Divers ot- 
'Swork: of the ſame nature were likewiſe publichrt of which the 
Churcof England was 1o- far from shewing any diſlike , that on 
the contrary, the ſolemn approbations of thoſe books , shewd she 


recame out a pamphiler called Philarax Anglicus , wherot the au- 
thorlad'a mind to paſſ' for a Proteſtant. Hee trove to prove , 
that the dorine of the greateſt part of the reformed Churches 
ms contrary to the obedicnce due to lawfull ioveraigns. D. Peter 
W Morlia Canon of Chriſt's Church at Canterbury, confured 
tiis pamphlet, in an Apology for the doftrine of Proteſtants in 
*Matter : and concludes with defying his adverſary to ſubſcri- 
be ſeyerall propoſitions , which hee had alledged as conformable 
the doQtrine of good Englich Proteſtants ; the laſt of which is 
s: The Peers and Commons of England have »0 puver 10 judge 
Mir King , much leſſ ro depose him , or put him to death, or to chooje 
autlier King or to alter th government of the State. Hee is not 11- 
ke to have the thanks of the Houſe, who should move the Con- 
ation to ſign ſuch an Article now. And yet this was then the 
ine of the whole Kingdom: and the Nonconformiſts, particu 
the Quakers were ſmartly handled , for not conforming to 


ewe more ſet upon 


"and nor taking the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, Not that 
tele ſeftarys were: bad ſubjects, the greateſt part of them. They 
their whimſys , than malicious. One cannot 


p the 
hich 


fo mnch of the Presbyterians , who have alwais firuggled all 
naſp&y could to. get thoſe Qaths abolisht , and' when they could not 
1ea0eNyl, rook them againſt their conſcience ; as the French Mini- 
ers who fled hither, as great enemys as they are to the Hierarchy 


Epilcopacy not being able ro take theſe Oaths conſequently 
riaciples of their doArine, yet ſurmounted all ſcruples, 


ood in their way to English benefices. But the Bishops , 


irq made ſo many others taxe. thoſe Oaths, and let the law looſe 


appr refufers whether Pa 


| Bey did not 
*1* according ro the Doftrine of the Church of England, that 


T piſt or Proteſtant,could they believe tho- 
obliged ro nothing. In kindnes to them , wee will think 
not : And then they unavoydably did , or ſeemd to be- 


oaths 


equally eſteemed the Authors and their dorine. Abour thar ti-) 


Zi | 
the Oaths obliged them to- bee-faithfull-to-.the King, and, acks 
nowledge no authority above him , neither-in {pirituals, nor tem-' 
orals. How then could they shake- of thei-obligation contragted 
y thoſe Oaths, taken by themſelves , andby: them exated from 
others? and by: what authority take- them quite away , and ſub- 
ſtitute new in their room ? | 
Alas ! 'theirſin is manifeſt, and manifold: againſt God , whoſe 
name«they have taken in vain in-oaths ſo shamefully broken; a- 


| 


on proceeds , and alledges for reatons ſufficient to-i gainſt our laws which they have abolishr;and againſt the whole na- 


{iy the turning allour laws topſy turvy. Is the Tryall of the 


tion , on which they take upon them to impoſe new ones. Tis a 
certain principle , and agreed by all Chriſtians , that every man 
is oblig'd to conform himſelf to the laws of his country, his part 
being to obey, nor to reform them. Our - Conventioners then, 
and particularly the Bishops,were obliged tolay for the ground of 
their proceedings, the laws of the Kingdom, for the governement 
both of Church and State. The oath by which-they acknowledged 
the King ſupreme Governor of the English Church, engag'd them 
to ſubmit to all Eccleſiaſtical laws , of which in that capacity hee 
is the-ſole executor , and diſpenſer. For there is-no other Eccle- 
fiaſticall authority , but that which proceeds-from the King:,. nor 
have Parliaments ever pretended toshare it with him. When the 
Kichops then conſented to the repeal of the old oaths , and other 
things concerning Eeclefiafticall matters, they admutted a: kind 
Sv ang above -the Kings» which has alvais- paſt for High 
Treaſon, bctore the Judges, and-before God for abhominable 
perjury. For a King of England muſt be depoſed from his Crowns 
betore he can be depoſed trom his Supremacy. Now as: our-laws - 
nevec ſettled any ſuperior authority to- deprive Kings of the po- 
w2r » which they receive from God by a lawfull ſucceſſion, the 
crime of our Conventioners is {till the greater , becauſe having 
lworn obedience to the King according to thoſe very laws as 
Englischmen and as Chriſtians, they ought not have done any 
taing, which was not conformable to thelaws recorded among us, 
and according to which Juſtice is adminiftred in all Courts. There 
iz not one preſident which allows the force of law to the violent 
proceedings of ſeditious men , who: haye riſen at ſcyerall, and 
particularly the later times, nor, till-che goverment bee entirely 
changed, can attempts of this nature paſſ tor any thing, but High 
Trcaton® 

Nay even ſuppoſing, what cannot bee, that there were a-dor- 
mant authority tupetior to the Kings, the law ſtill ought dire& 
the manner of exerciſing that latent authority,as it does all other 
proceedings, whether againſt Peers » or Commons. The Ton- 
ventioners themlelves,I ſuppoſe, will agree, that there is no glimps 
of ary ſuch matter in our law books; for whichs reaſon the Par- 
liamentary Regteides were fain to contrive a method of their 
own heads. A method” wich the Convention muſt needs diflixe, 
ſince they thougbe not fit-to taxe it-themſelves, whether that it 
was thought too palpably naught, or too provokingly odious, and 
therefore likely'to open the eyes of thoſe, who had any fear-of God 
left, or any reſpe@ for the law. For the Peers were no part of their 
Hight Court of Juſtice; the Upper Houle was diſſolved, and the 
whole authority of the Nation lodg'd inthe Commons; the grea- 
teſtpart of who:e members too, were thruſt out of theHouſe,ſo thag 
of 500.andmore which ought bee there,one could ſome times har-. 
dly count 5o.But theConvention — the prerogative of 
the Peers, and diſtintion of the Houles; and ſo the forme atleaft' 
is regular, and wants nothing but lawfull authority for their.mee- 
ting, and that fails them. For they mer of themſelves, without 
other authority than of bare circular letters from the Prince of O- 
range,who has no more himſelf, than private men,who have none 
atall. A generall aſſembly of the Nation to have any authority , 
muſt bee a Parliam-nt : and there can bee no Parliament, unles it 
bee convened by the King Principium, caput & finis Parligs 
nenti. All the world knows that the right of calling a Parliament 
reſides only in the Kings perſon, which , tho it were not other- 
wile notorious, is evident in the very Writs of ſummons. Tho- 
ſe which iffue out to-the Peers » call. them ( Conſolium irapenſurs 
And the Commons in the writs direted: ro the Sherifs &c. 
:d faciendum &* conſentiendum, Evidently therefore neither 
the one, nor the other arc called to judge the King :- but 
che Pcers to counſel him, and the Commons to conlentto , or 
diſſent from the motions made there , as they judge expedient for 
the good of the Nation. No record mentions any writ-which gi- 
ves Either or both Houlesany authority beyond this. They come 
to afliſt the King with their- counſels : but t'is not to-bee found 
they ever came to taxe informationot his ations , and/paſf ſen- 
tence againſt him , as the Convention has done, or to-declare the' 
throne vacant , and the Crown forfcited: Had our law farnishr 
as with any prefidents of ſuch irregular proccedings, to bee ſure 
they had never ſcap't the prying diligence of the long Parliament 
which yet could never fish out any one, 

Beſides it isan undeniable maxime in ourlaw that rhe King can ds 
no w 0g None of his ſubje&s therefore can complain of him 
much leſſimpeach and:judge him. But they may by law demand 
juſtice of him againſt thoſe who have-abus'd his authority in their 
ſeverall ſtations. This is what our Lawyers havealvais delivered for 
Law without any contradidtion , and/which, ought therefore have 
been a rule to the Peers and Commons in their proceedings, fince 
neither their number, nor the face of their afembly-exempts them 
from ſubmiſſion to the laws, to which every man is ſubje& Had 
they followed this rule , they might have repreſented their grie- 
yances modeſtly tothe King, and demanded juſtice: in which their 
failing is the more inexcufable, becauſe his Majeſty had himſelf 


. kAnallyſummoned aParliament, where they might have freely dra 
wr up any bill of complaint ; pcayd execution of the laws whether 
n Papiſts,or evil counſellors;and by unblamable ways obtained 
Dh they could reaſonably pretend. This way had ſecured 
them from thoſe misfortunes » into which they have now of ſet 
urpoſe caſt themſelves headlong, and which in all appearance will 
Kare very troubleſome conſequences, For they have thrown their 
liberry into the greateſt hazard it has run theſe many ages by 
chuſing a maſter who by ways , ſweet in appearance, but full 

of violence and cruelty, has already robbed one people of theirli 
berty , which got it by a long wat , with the expence of infinite 
treaſure, and more bloud than money. They have put our kcligion 
into the hands of a Presbyterian , who has already given it a fa- 
tall blow, by removing the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy ; 
and is abour burying it, in the abolition of penal laws againit Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, in altering the Book ot Common - prayer 
and in a comprehenſion, to which , whatever arts have been uted 
Farliaments Wh would never yeeld. They have left our laws 
at the mercy of an Uſurper , who has a ſtrong intereſt in their 
ruine » ſince , if they ſtand , hee cannot avoyd his own. Succel 
fion by right of inheritance, firmly eſtablisht without interruption 
for ſo many ages » barred the gate at the very firſt to his entrance 
in to this Kingdom , and much more ſtrongly fince the birthofan 
heir apparent. And fo hee was fain to begin with breaxing this 
law and oblidge a Convention at his beck , to declare him King: 
in which too hee has berrayd the rights of his Wife and ſiſter in 
law > and. ſacrificed both to his ambition. Hee is altogether as 
careleſſof rhe general intereſt of the Nation, which if hee dye 
without iſſue , as yet hee has none, is like to fall in to confuſion, 
and ſome body as ambitious as himſelf ſer up for King , with a 
declaration of the Commons, and ſome Lords gained by promiſes 
or frighted by threats. No precaution can ſecure our quict,now 0a- 
ths oblige us to nothing,and wee make and unmake them at plea- 
ſure,as the fancy taxes us. The Church of England was alittle gra- 
ting, with her do@rine contrary to Rebellion. And ſo hee begins 
early to-pull her doun,by pulling doun her props,all laws which are 

not favourable to his dear Presbyterians. The Nation was fulpec 
ted for its naturall ficklenes , and above all its jcalouly , which fo 
often ſetsus at odds with ours lawfull ſoveraigns. And hee has 
taken good order , by bringing over forreign ſoldiers enough to 
hold our nolesto the grinditone. The too great liberty of cvery 
civate man ſtood not with his deſign of letting up arbitrary power 
 wonkg as hee has in Holland, by impriſoning men . right or wrong, 
by denying juſtice ; and the like legall ponroaetngs. And his rhe- 
torik has pertuaded his creatures that the, publick good requires 
Our too great liberty should bee reſtrained, and for his ſaxe to 
ſuſpend a law , as dear to us as the apple of our eye. I ſay no- 
thing but what is publicly known, neith«x is any body ignorant, 
that the pretexts, upon which wee revolted from the King , are 
fo very frivolous in compariſon of the infraQions ofthe Uſurper, 
that the hiſtory will hardly find belief with poſterity. For it is 
very apparent that all which has been obje&ed to the King , and 
eaken by the Convention for a ſufficient ground to vote the 
Thronevacant,is nothing to the tenth part of what theP.ofOran- 
gc hasalready done, The King , they lay , has been ruled by evil 
counſellors; hee has endeavoured to ſubvert the fundamentall 
laws, hee has diſpens't with oaths enaRted by Parliament; hee has 
attempted upon the liberty of the ſubje@ by extraordinary pro- 


ceedings; hee has diſpenſed with the laws; hee has design'd a-' 


gainſt the religion eftablish't by law; hee has exerciſed an arbitra- 
ry power. Why, tho all this were true , wherof half can never 
bee madeout, his M. had done nothing which is not done by 
the Prince of Orange every day. Hee has ſubverted funda- 
mentall laws , and one or other I dare ſay made bold with 
a hundred ; hee has layd by oaths enated by the authoriy , 
ef King and Parliament; hee impoſes others: hee 1s ruining Re- 
ligion - hee makes Fidelity , i reaſon, he imprifons us againſt the 
Law; hee refuſes us what the law allows : hee overwhelms : us 
with taxes : hee is engaging us in a cruell , and infinitely char- 
gcable war ; and all this while our Gentlemen of the Con- 
vention are well content: do his drudgery for him , and has 
take it upon themſelves when they have done. The King 
has done , nothing of all this : hee has only diſpens't with what 
ny have taken quite away » the laws which enjoynd the taking 
of the Oaths and very lately the Teſt; and this is enough to ya- 
cate the Throne , and break the order of ſucceſſion, The King 
had only a bare deſign upon thoſe laws , which hee would nor 
execute neither , but ina legall way , by exorting the members 
of the approaching Parliament to conſent to a repeal of the Teſt ; 
and liberty of conſcience. The Conventioners too had their de- 
Ggn to remove them, for the ſake of Presbyterian Diſſenters. 
And this deſign they have executed , and by ſo doing vio- 
lated all our laws. For they met without authority ; they attem- 
pted upon the prerogative » the liberty , and ſafety of the per- 
fon of the King; they took up arms againſt him and joyned 
with his enemys; they broke their Oaths of fidelity; they brought 
an forreign forces in to the Kingdom : They have made a great 
ſeal ; they have leavyed mony upon the people; they have im- 
priſoned free born Englishmen , over whom they had no man- 
ner of power. Let our law books bee conſulted and it will bee 
found , that every one of theſe ats is High Treaſon ; and 
that no law admits ſoveraign authority any where but in the 
King , nor allows ſubje&s to redref[” all pretended abuſes and 
grievances of the Nation, by way of fa& , or aſperre , as the 
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ſpencers called it; butgrants them the bare way of remondt 


| _ 

Tho wee should then ſuppoſe, what never came in to the hel [ ould | 
of our Anceſtors,that the King our maſter were to give an Accomp firs £1 
of his aQions to his people , and that the procecdiugs of the Cas , lag 


ventioners could bear ſome shadow of juſtice, I would ask thoſe I&.« 
graceles lawyers , wholike Herode and Pilate took upon then on his ; 
judge the anninred of the Lord , how they would regulate the Fe gs pt 
of proceeding. The truth is 1 cannot make the 1y ppoſition Ks wh 
hour tears » when I remember what I ſawe with wy youn a Wor al 
our bleſſed King Charles the Martyr hurryed bciore thole pas oF - 
of iniquity » thoſe infernal ſouls, who condenancd him 4 
with the molt execrable villany, of wiich aNation was ever ui. B; + 
ty » and which will diſgrace us with eternall ivf:my. Alas = 
can hope that our wretched Conventioners world not have vied 
the ton, as thoſe traytors uſed the Father , now wee ice that to 
reſpe& of human , or divine laws is able to ſtop them : and Who 
can chule but thank God with all his heart , for infuſing in tohis $.& 
Majetty the retolution of withdrawing out of the Kingdomin tj. 
me ? But to return to my purpole , ſuppole *- who if t 
had had their due, would long lince have had a halter, haq fr, 
their double portion of Bradshaw's ſpirit » drawn up articles of 
impeachement againſt the King , and the Convention would 
him , and his Majeſty would ſubmit to make his defence; {til 
hee muſt bee allowd what cannot bee tefuled to the meaneh 
man in the nation » to bee trycd By God and his country. To bee {i 
try'd by God ſignifys that the judges, the Jury, and Witneſſes ghaj 
have God before their cys and do nothing but according to their 
conſcience, and the duty of a Chriſtian. For do nor think the 
Conventioners mad enough to underſtand thoſe words in the 
ſenſe of that deſperat regicide Harriſon , who would bee try'd by 
the word of Go4 , interpreted, thatis, by a Fanaticx, The whole Queen 
aſliſtance houted , when thoſe words came out of his mouth; from Prot 
and yet they were not ſo ridiculous, according to the principle, 

of the Convention. For if tryed by God do not fGgnify , the in. Þ, 
pious interpretation by which the word of God is corrupted; the Thorpe , t! 
litterall ſenſe of the word of God as it has been alwais underſtood oy Le 
by the Church of England, plainly is that wee are tubje& to Prix. to the crc 
ces not only for fear of what may befall us from their anger, jw qr 
for conſc:enco of our duty : and that wee ought to look upon their Church 
power as received from God , and eftablisht by him whom they thr þ ' 
reſiſt , reſiſt God. ſo that , bare Fanaticiſm , a tryall between the 
King and his fubje&s will ſoon bee ended. Tis bur to a& accor-. 
ding to the word of God, and the rules of conſcience, whichobli- 
ge us to keep the faith which wee have plighrted, aud our Oaths, 
in the naturall uſuall ſenſe of the words, without the conditional 
equivocationsand reſtritions , which are propt in, from conle- 
quences ſerved out, ofa pretended originall contra@ neyer main- 
taind by any but rcbels.The Oaths wee have ſworn to theKing are 
abſolute nor conditionall. And 1o by the firſt clauſe by God, and 
likewiſe by the ſecond by my counrrey » Which can ſignify nothing 
but by the laws of my country » all theſe pretended iudges, who 
have declared the throne vacant, being the Kings liege men, ha- 
ving ſworn obedience to him,and being in all things ſubje& to his 
ſoveraignpower yet bounded by the laws, cannot bee his judges. 
Askthe laws, and they will tell you that the King has his po- 
wer by a naturall right, veſted in him by birth, God, nature, and 
the law : that this power cannot bee ſeparated from his perſon, 
in which the body naturall and politic, make but one body : that þ 
hee is the only ſupreme governor, and.no perſon has any authoti- 
ty but by patent, or commiſſion from him : that hee has abſolute} 
authority to make peace and war , leagues and alliances; to ap- 
point all officers civil , and military, to pardon all offences againithy 
the law: and full authority in matters Eccleſiaſticall, This is whath; 
our laws teach of the King 's power without any contradiftion ;þ Convent 
according to which it is caly to perceive that even the colle@iveyign , w 
body of the Nation, whatever power it may have otherwile, whom th 
has none over the perſon of rhc King. Omnis ib rege, & ip(t ſuhys firm a 
"ullo niſi ramrum Deo : non eſt inferior ſibi ſubjeftis , non parem habtthy, and MK 
7n regno ſuo. Rex non haber ſiuperiorem niſi Dapom: ſatis hahet ad penny, h 
quod Deumexpettar ultorem. Theſe are the words of Bratton, oneolhh A Eg T0 
the greateſt Lawyers which England ever had, which no bod wh 
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yet ever contradidted, and wherof the truth is very evident, Forl _— 
the King could in any caſe whatſoever, bee ſubje& to his ſubjettsh, ob - 
ſome law muſt needs bee producible in the point for the Convelay, th ho 
tion to alledge. But whereshould this law bee, of which nobodſh, 4.1. 3 
ever heard a word, ſave from ſome criminals, who having unſuc Parke wel 
cesfully endeavoured toenatt it by the ſword, ownd it likewiſeal = rag 
the gallows , like men without honeſty , or fear of God, a5t poſt f Py 
were. No mortall man can shew us a law , which make Res: | 
the eſcape of a King , forced by rebellion and violence upoliy,,. Duke 1 
his perſon, to provide by that only means for his ſafety, *,_ : 
forfeit of his right to the Crown. No mortall man can lug , "ig 
nish us ſo much as with one preſident , which authoriſestl 4. © Bs 
diſloyal maxime. And much leſs is the law diſcoverable , Wh. f hs R 
depoſes a King who has harkned to bad counſel, or wid 
miniſters have done things worthy of punichement. inal. In 
But that, which is in truth the great principle , and fund e& in licl 
mentall maxime of the Commons, the incompartibility ol of it 
pish religion with the quality of King of England , is yet Mg, ... 
extraordinary. Strangers , who know nothing of our Duke wk 
can do no leff than imagin , by their trayrerous and abhomyn, Burner. 1 
nable Vote, that in thar plenty of laws made fince the iP + Heylin 
of Henry VIII. ſome one excludes Papiſts from ſucceeding u ? 


the Crown. And yet there is not one. The moſt famous 1” 


; hiſtory, and the only ane 
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account Iſirs from him , 
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then; to fy ts own right 
the torm Fgargarirs Queen © 
10h wit-, Joor 16 mu 
ing eys, Jigtaltogether C 
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to death Fceeeged hier brother Edward. Oppolition was made upon 
ver guil- Parrence of a will ſuggeſted to him by which hee conve- 
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toni upder the great ſeal , ſer to it hy order from the King: 
fo all which fo little regard was had , thar thoſe who had 
ned the at of Caunct » aad in purlnance of it proclaim'd 
Keel \ane » were froiocuten for High Treaſon. And ſo all 
nd acknowleg 

feary VIII: for witndrawing obedicnce from tie lee of Rome , 
ad thoſe of ' Edward VI. tor ſctling the Keformation » they 
quid not exclude Mary on the ſcore of religion. Jane Gray , 
Duke of Sutjolk , tne Marquis of Northampton , and leye- 

A others » Who had ſigned the order of Council , for the 
aclufon of Mary upon account of her religion » Were im- 
peach't and condemn'd of High Treaſon» for having /eavy'd war 
mf che Queen » and conſfured ro ſet up another im her place. The 
fuliament in x 554- confirmed this ſentence, and ſoit is palpably 
lay, by whach fey may bee proſecuted in the lame manner, 
whopretend to exclude a PopishPrince or Princeſſe from ſuccee- 
 try'd by Fiingto tac Crown For bcing never repealed , it is (till in force, 
ie Whole F. Queen Elizabeth might likewiſe have met with oppoſition 
$ mouth; Ifom Proteſtants. For during the reign of her ſiſter Mary, shee 
principles Yyent ro maſſ > and was outwardly a papiſt * Shee would bee 
| the im- Jaowned according to the Roman Pontificall by Owen Ogle- 
pred; the Fhhorpe , the Popish Bishop of Carlisle : shee mage Sir Edward 
aderſtood Jiang her agent at Rome give PaulIV an account of her coming 
t to Prin« Fo the crowu £ hee had a ſolemn exequy performed for her 
nger » bu Pfiſter and for Charles V with all the cercmonys of the Kkomigsh 
pon their FChurch , and Whatever chee had in her heart , did enough 
putwardly to exclude her ſelf, if the Law had excluded a 
whull heir for difference in rcligion. But t'is plain there was 
$30 ſuch lavv , and t'is very certain there has none been made 
fnce. Whzn the Parliament in 1566 preſt her to declare her 
preſumtif heir and ſucceſſor, shee refus'd it, and would not have 
this matter touche , which belonged not to the Parliament. At- 
terher death the nation obliged themſelves by oath to James I. 
and his poſterity , in vertue of whoſe right the ſucceeding Kings 
have reigned , and the oath taken to the head of the family 
by our anceſtors , obliges us to obey his poſterity. Nor is 
there any glimps of any thing in our law , which $hocks 
their right , ſave the proceedings of the long Patliament , 
which attempted to take the monarchy quite away ; but 
[Which can no more bee drawn in to example » than the Vo- 
tes of the Commons in the Parliaments of Weſtminſter and 
Oxford , when they firove to obtain the conſent of his late 
ture, and Mty. co the excluſion of the Duke of York. No body is ſo 
is perſon» [litle a lawyer not to know that the Votes of one , or both 
ody : that JHouſes are not law , nor more than body without foul , till 
' authoi-ſley get life by the Royall aſſent. There is no force, norlife, 
s abſoluteur form in all that was done at that time » no mere than in 
'sS; 10 P*Wrers attemprs of that nature heretofore , which never exemp- 
es againltfq thoſe from the rigour of the laws , who broke them : 
515 Witthither do they ſerve for any thing , .but only to shew that 
adiQtion rhe Convention is animated by the ſame fanatik ſpirit. of re- 
colleiVeMlion, which has alwais been the character of Presbyterians , 
therWilerff whom the Lower Houſe is full. But King Charles II remai- 
+ ip[e ſhed firm againſt the Addreſſes of the Commons in this buſi- 
'$* and ſuddenly diſſolved the Oxford Parliament , and ſo all 
$7 may have done, was intirely null. The Commons them- 
wes were far from being unanimous in this point. My Lord 
;$ermouth then no Peer, nor rebell, and divers others made 
. a" OPpOſition: and Sir Leoline Ienkins, a man never ſuſpec- 
\F* of betraying the intereſt of the Nation , who under- 
dd the law as well , as any other in the whole Kingdo- 
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ng unſuc t, delivered himſelf to this ſenſe. No Bill was ever offred 
newile Þ Parhament of the like nature , ſo much againſt the juſtice of the 
"% 2s thei: It condemns a man never heard and then tis a Law made 


© 0oſt fato. Very extraordinary ! Againſt the fundamentall juſtice 
[the Narion » and 1will introduce a change of the Governement, 
the Duke wil! try ro cur this Law with his ſword » if he over- 


_—_ » he will have the ſame power to ſer a fide all Laws both 
riſes t Religion » and property : the power vill be m the hands of the 
l«, whid? eror , aud  cerramly , he youll change the governement. *Tis 
- wht of che Religion of the Nation , which teaches us to pay obe- 


we fo our Governours whether good or bad, never ſo faulty or 
mall. in prnutive Chriſhaniry obedience vas paid ro Heathen 
es inlicitis & honeſtis, and we are not co do evil , that good ; 
come of it , nor on the proſpe of any good. 1 shall ſay one 1word ' 
F, tis againſt the Oaths of the Narzon , of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
Hm” *ke 7s the Kings lawfull herr , if he have no ſon , and in the eze 
* Burner. Hiſt. of the Reformation. |. 2.. Þ> 3+ | 
* Heyhin p. 98. 192. tos. 106. 


3s that which authoriſed Henry 
on. And hee ordered the. Crown 
xt to bis ſon Edward VI. next in default of 
to Mary his eldeſtdangliter , tho born of a 
by bimfelf inceſtuous and null : In default of 
Elizabeth barn of Anne Bullen : and then 
heirs , that is » the children or deſcendents of 
f Scotland. Here is no excluſion of Papilts , 
h as mention of Religion ; Which the truth is was 
hanged at that time ; Hee had only broken with 
According to this diſpoſition , Mary 


id the crown to Jane Gray , and confirmed by an A@ of 
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| of rhe Law 1 am ſiarn to him, and every eath is'in the ſenſe of ths 
Lawygrver. if this deſinheriſan paſſ now” into a new Law . who 
diſpenſes me from that oach ro the King ? This was the jude: 
ment of that great man » and which opt rhe mouth of 
other party toall, but fopperys. They eſcen in the Deba« 
tes of the Houſe , which whoever will read , without prejudice, I 
am certain will find that never were things ſaid more impertinent, 
nor mere contrary toall our laws , to Our religion , and common 
ſcaſe. For thoſeParliaments, keeping ſome meaſures,the thought 
wherof troubles not the heads of our Conventioners , were 
not able to ground their motions upon any firm principle , 
becauſe in reality there is no fundamentall maxime , which 
has the force of Law, to abet the excluſion of a lawfull heir. 
They were for it then to talk in the air of the preſervation 
of Proteſtant Religion » as a ſufficient anſwer to all that had 
been alledged , and this they turned a hundred ridiculous ways. 
Bur ſaid not a word of the obligation of their Oaths ; the 
laws of the Land ; the doctrine of our Church ; and the in+ 
conveniences of their projet , which was found ſo ridiculous 
at laſt, that, as Sir H. Coventry put them in mind , while they 
excluded the Duke tor his Religion , the Bill was ſo en-66-59 
thar if the Duke should turn Proteſtant, he will be excluded, and 
if the Princeſſe of Orange turn Papiſt she will be not excluded. 
Y oy nay remember , my Lord, that divers ſuch reflexions were 
at that time made upon that monſtruous bill and among the 
reſt, that al! went upon the preſeryation of Proteſtant Reli- 
gion , which they pretended could not bce ſecure with a Po- 
pish ſucceſſor : as if God , and the Laws allow all that is dong 
upon pretext of maintaining Religion. But the Presbyterian 
Religion has privileges which others have nor , and lights 
which wee blind good men want , who hardly ſtirring out of 
our Univerſitys and Churches , have no inſight in the affairs 
of the world. And yet wee can ſee that the ancient Chriſtians 
believed they ought to pray for the lives of even infidel Prin- 
ces : and thar the Presbyxerian Miniſters , with their pure 
word of God , prayd in Queen Marys time that God at his 
choyce, would either take idolatry out of her , or her our of 
the world This was the zeal of thoſe turys, who flying our 
of England , ſcandalited good Proteſtants , almoſt every whe- 
re , {0 that they were banisht from ſeverall places , at the re- 
queſt of their Conformiſt countrymen , for making open ſ{chiſms, 
and following a do@rine and diſcipline , direty contrary ta 
ovr Church. Melan@on is a witnes that ſome called them the 
Devil 's martyrs. /ociferanrur < widam Martyres Anglos eſſe martyres 
diabolt. But our modern Presb) terians muſt , to their confuſion , 
look upon themlclves as very short of the zeal of the firſt, For 
they at leaſt ſuffered for Proteſtant Religion : ours are all for 
troubling the peace of our Church , and , ſince the beginning 
of this age , for making others ſuffer. No ſuffering themſelves, 
they thank you , nor anything which may lead lo martyrdom. 
They have deftroyed more good Proteſtants theſe laſt 50. 
years , than the moſt cruel perſecutors of the Reformation 
have cut off in more than hundred , and vee find few in whom 
there is any diſpoſition to ſuffer for religion. Tis true > that as 
one of their articles of faith is rebellion, and reſiſtance of 
lawfull powers , many have ſuffered death upon that account , 
and they are the martyrs of the party , whoſe good name I 
expe&t will bee reſtored by. the Convention » tho to their own 
eternall infamy. I expe@ the mourning anniverlary which wee 
keep with roo much reaſon the 5o of January for the mur- 
ther of King Charles I. chould bee ſuppreſt , and another ap- 
pointed in it 's place, to deplore the innocent bloud of the Duke 
of Monmouth, Earl of Argyle, Mylord Ruſflel, and thelike mar- 
tyrs , who dying impenitent in a maniteſt rebellion , have a fair 
title ro martyrs of the Devil, the father of lyes, and perjury, 
and a homicide from the beginning , who alone could inſpire 
men With thoſe abhominables maximes of rebellion , which 
have overflowed England with bloud . armed brother againſt 
brother , and ſeyerall years maintained tirants in the thrones 
of their lawfull foveraings. 

But I hope that God at laſt will ler his juſtice looſe , ho- 
wever the ſuccesfull beginnings of their rebellion flatter them, 
which by a horrid blaſphemy they attribute to a ſpeciall bleſ- 
ſing. They are not content to publish their pretended miracles 
of delivrance from the bondage of _— and Arbitrary power 
at home , but have their trompets abroad ro ſound them be- 
yond ſea, and heighten them by reflexions in which the ſpi- 
rit of ſedition and anarchy is viſible , but not the ſmalleſt 
ſpark of charity. The moſt ſignal of them all is that extrava- 
gant Commentator upon the Apocalipſe , that millenary Here- 
tic > who makes ſucha din in Holland , where hee is admired, 
becauſe hee finds fanatiks and fools like himſelf ,and where, fince 
the Prince of Orange raign there , one muſt preach rebellion 
to bee endured. Nothing is more pleaſant then to ſee how 
this man of viſions heaps up miracles for us to take notice of 
the ſucceſſ of an Uſurper , and to prove that wee ought to 
look upon him as our deliverer , and obey him as our law- 
full King. Burt this is juſt Presbyterian conſcience. What has not 
this extravagant man ſaid and written to prove againſt the 
reproaches of the Papiſts, that the Reformed in France have 
alwais taught , and alwais praiſed obedience to lawfull Kings 
and Princes ? How often has hee tired the patience of his readers 
with his tedious amplifications upon _ praiſe of thofe of kis 
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Te& for fidelity. And yet this is the very man who is now 
becom the panegyriſte of Rebellion , the man who teaches 
that ſybje&ts may take np arms againſt their Prince , upon 
pretext of ..cligion ; hee who in the marks hee gives of the 
certain character of Antichriſt , which hee will needs find in 
the Pope, aſligns and particularly reflets upon the authority , 
which the Italians attribute to him, of abſolving ſubje&tsfrom 
their oaths of fidelity to their Princes. Another would haye 
refle&ed that this bi1s fair to expoſe the Proteſtants in France 
£0 the utmoit rigour , 11 a Kingdom where the power is very 
abſolute. But what others ſuffer , never troubles theſe mer- 
cenary Paſtors, pr-vided they bee ſafe themſelves. Hee has pre- 
acht obedience to the Proteſtants of France ; hee has bragged 
of the obedience of thoſe in England », as long as the King 
reigned peaceably : now an uſurper has ſeized the crown , the 
note is changed, and hee preaches the dire contrary : and 
if the uſurpation , which God forbid , should ſtand , hee will 
ſee new viſions , and dream new dreams , to prove , that wee 
ow more to a Tirant, than our lawfull Kings ever pretended 
from us. When the Hollanders sball at laſt becom ſenſible that 
they are wholy oppreſt , by rhis public enemy of liberty , who 
has alreadv , reduct tveirs toa worle slavery , than that could 
bee wherof they shook off the yoke , he will have his viſio 
nary realons ready cut and dry'd, to convince them , that 
reſiſting the Prince of Orange, is reſiſting God. But the ſcrip- 
ture loads thoſe with curſes who go different ways , as our 
Conventioners , ard this Fanatik, who are provided wherewith 
ro content Princes, and wherewith to juſtity Uſurpers , and Ti 
rants. T'is but what they learnt from Calvin , and his fellow 
reformers of Geneva , whoſe dotrinc has alwais been like 
the two basxets of figs, tne one good , the other naught & 
diſrelishing, which according to the application of Dr Hey 
lin , God shew'd the Prophet jeremy. * For, as hee well ob- 
ſervs none eyer cttablishe rhe dodrine of obedience to Kings 
& Princes , and the unlawfulnes of taking up arms againit 
ſouveraigns , more poſitiycly , and expresly than Calvin ; and at 
the ſame time none ovens a gate to diſobedience and re- 
bellion more dangerously. But truth is one , & unchangea- 
ble , particularly when it has relation to the public ſatety 
And if it bee ill ro diſcuiſc it , tis nnpardonnably criminall 
to betray it, and cover the difſcmbling of it by falſe oaths , 
2s the Huguenots in France, and Convention-Tresbyterians in 
this Kingdom have done. Thoſe, wio will , may abuſe the 
name of God, by attributing with intolerable ſacriledge , the 
Tuccefl of the moſt damnable attempt thar has been heard of 
this long time; to his bleſſing , according to which falſe ma- 


xime , which the Parliament rebels of 1640. Iikew!fe 3-15 
ced , Mahumetiſm is to bee ſaid more a gg, oe fakeay 
Chriſtianiſm , and ſo many martyrs, who hed their bloud ; 
the primitive Church , were men abandon'd by God , and the 
perſecutors his favourites. Who does not know that God makes 
uſe of the wicked , and reprobates to chaſtiſe his children} 
And who can chuſe but acknowledge that his almighty band 
is become heavy upon this nation . which has deſerved n 
chaſtiſements by new rebellions ? But good Chriſtians will * 
for this loſe the confidence they ougit to have in his aha, 
but hope the ungodly man who is now exalted like the Code 
of Libanus , will diſapear , without leaving any trace behing! 
him; that the chaſtiſfing rod will bee caſt into the fire ; ang 
that the peaceable man our good King whole retiring ſpared 
great deal of his ſubjes bloud, will yet find fidelity enou 
to pay him the obedience due to him , and reſeat him upon ja 
throne of his Anceſtors. This ſeemingly head of Gold, is not 
yet ſo ſtrongly cemenred to it's feet of mingled iron and clay 
that it may not fall in a moment. I know not what will come 
of all this, but without pretending to the prophet » I dar 
venture to aſlure you , that this nev rebellion will draw new 
misfortunes upon the Nation , of which wee of the | 
are like to have the firſt ſad experience. But whateyer hap« 
pen , being ſtrongly perſwaded of all I vrite, and not findin 
my conſcience diſpos'd to allow mee to change my mind, 
and acknowledge an uſurper , I am preparing for what may 
follow , and have already taken order for my little concerng, 
to bee ready , as ſoon as our new oaths come to choak ys - 
to retire , and perhaps withoat expecting that extremity , jt» 
Slip out of the Kingdom, if I find oportunity. I hope you will 
favour mee with your good advice on this ocC1ſion, and bee 
pleas'd, if I should bee forced to dislodge ſuddenly, to find 
mee out a ſecure retreat ſomewhere for a few days, Af lea 
I beſcech you to believe that I vrite nothing but what ny 
conſcience diftates, and which I am ready to maintain , eye 
before the Convention , at the hazard of martyrdom. F amp 
poſed according the words of the pſalm * , char my mouth chall ine 
rranſgreſſe my oaths : and concerning che works of men hope [ $hull! 
ſtick cloſe to the word of God , and keep me by the word of 
his lips, from the 104ys of the aeflroyer of royall authority, If you 
my Lord bee of opinion that this letter which my zeal and 
affliction has lengthned beyond my intention , may bee uſefull 
towards keeping or confirming any of our friends in their 
duty , you may shew it to whom you pleaſe : but I beſeech 
you name mee not, but to my Lords *** and *#+# and jg 
Sir *** T am. | 


* Mejlin Stumbling -blok. c.1. 
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* Pſalm. 17. 


From my houſe of K & * 30 March 1689: 


